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 �I have not yet begun to fight!�

When Lance Cpl. David Kaufer was
promoted to corporal April 2 at Udairi
Range, Kuwait, it was the second time
he had pinned on the rank insignia of an
E-4.  He was not demoted earlier in his
Marine Corps career.  In fact, he gradu-
ated from recruit training at Parris
Island, S.C., as a meritorious lance
corporal and company honor man.  Kaufer
served as a corporal before he ever
joined the Marine Corps in Sept. 1998.

The 26-year-old native of Long
Beach, Calif., attained the rank
during a four-year enlistment in the
U.S. Army.  Now a vehicle commander
with Combined Arms Anti-Tank Platoon
(CAAT), Weapons Co., Battalion Landing
Team 1/4, 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit
(Special    Operations Capable), Kaufer�s
path to join the Corps began while still
in high school.

A member of his high school
Reserve Officer Training Corps, he
actually planned to join the Marine
Corps when he graduated.  He changed
his mind, however, and decided instead
to join the Army to pursue goals of jump
school and becoming a Ranger. He
enlisted in Nov. 1992 and went to basic
training at Fort Sill, Okla.

After basic, he went to Fort
Benning, Ga., to become an infantry-
man. There he was taught many of the
skills he would learn again several
years later in the Marine Corps.  He
reported to his first duty station at
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Cpl. David Kaufer, 26, of Long Beach,
Calif., is promoted to his present rank by
his company commander Capt. Stefan Bien April
2.  This is the second time Kaufer has worn
the rank of corporal, once before as an Army
infantryman. Cpl. Kaufer and the rest of the
Combine Arms Anti-Tank Platoon is partici-
pating in Exercise Eager Mace with the 15th
Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Opera-
tions Capable) in Kuwait. The 15th MEU and
the USS BONHOMME RICHARD Amphibious Ready
Group are deployed to the area as part of a
routine deployment.

KAUFER’S PINNINGKAUFER’S PINNINGKAUFER’S PINNINGKAUFER’S PINNINGKAUFER’S PINNING

See FORMER SOLDIER Page 3



BONHOMME RICHARD�S ALMANAC                       April 13, 2000                      Page 2

BONHOMME RICHARD�S

ALMANAC
Capt. Douglas Capt. Douglas Capt. Douglas Capt. Douglas Capt. Douglas WWWWW. Keith, Commanding Of. Keith, Commanding Of. Keith, Commanding Of. Keith, Commanding Of. Keith, Commanding Of ficerficerficerficerficer
Lt. CmdrLt. CmdrLt. CmdrLt. CmdrLt. Cmdr . Laurie R. Laurie R. Laurie R. Laurie R. Laurie R ye, Public ye, Public ye, Public ye, Public ye, Public AfAfAfAfAf fairs Offairs Offairs Offairs Offairs Of ficerficerficerficerficer

JOC(SW/AJOC(SW/AJOC(SW/AJOC(SW/AJOC(SW/AW) Stephen K. Robinson, W) Stephen K. Robinson, W) Stephen K. Robinson, W) Stephen K. Robinson, W) Stephen K. Robinson, Asst. Public Asst. Public Asst. Public Asst. Public Asst. Public AfAfAfAfAf fairs Offairs Offairs Offairs Offairs Of ficerficerficerficerficer

JO1(SW) Robert W. Garnand, Editor
JO3 Laura C. JO3 Laura C. JO3 Laura C. JO3 Laura C. JO3 Laura C. WWWWWiggins, Stafiggins, Stafiggins, Stafiggins, Stafiggins, Staf f f f f f WWWWWriterriterriterriterriter

LI1 Jimmie Claspell, Print ShopLI1 Jimmie Claspell, Print ShopLI1 Jimmie Claspell, Print ShopLI1 Jimmie Claspell, Print ShopLI1 Jimmie Claspell, Print Shop

This newspaper is an authorized publication forThis newspaper is an authorized publication forThis newspaper is an authorized publication forThis newspaper is an authorized publication forThis newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services stationed at sea andmembers of the military services stationed at sea andmembers of the military services stationed at sea andmembers of the military services stationed at sea andmembers of the military services stationed at sea and
their families.  Its contents do not necessarily reflecttheir families.  Its contents do not necessarily reflecttheir families.  Its contents do not necessarily reflecttheir families.  Its contents do not necessarily reflecttheir families.  Its contents do not necessarily reflect

the official views of the U.S. Government, the Depart-the official views of the U.S. Government, the Depart-the official views of the U.S. Government, the Depart-the official views of the U.S. Government, the Depart-the official views of the U.S. Government, the Depart-
ment of Defense or the U.S. Navy and do not implyment of Defense or the U.S. Navy and do not implyment of Defense or the U.S. Navy and do not implyment of Defense or the U.S. Navy and do not implyment of Defense or the U.S. Navy and do not imply

endorsement thereof.endorsement thereof.endorsement thereof.endorsement thereof.endorsement thereof.

*THURSDAY’S  SITE TV SCHEDULE*

TV  SCHEDULE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGETV  SCHEDULE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGETV  SCHEDULE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGETV  SCHEDULE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGETV  SCHEDULE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE
DUE  DUE  DUE  DUE  DUE  TTTTTO  OPERAO  OPERAO  OPERAO  OPERAO  OPERATIONALTIONALTIONALTIONALTIONAL  COMMITMENTS  COMMITMENTS  COMMITMENTS  COMMITMENTS  COMMITMENTS

CHANNEL 2
1030 SABRINA: THE TEENAGE WITCH

1100 ALIEN NATION
1630 STORY TELLERS

1730 JEOPARDY
1800 DESPERATE MEASURES

2000 AIR FORCE ONE
2200 BLOODSPORT II

CHANNEL 6
1030 BOY MEETS WORLD
1100 DOCTOR DOLITTLE

1630 HOLY MAN
1800 MOONSTRUCK

2000 TRIAL AND ERROR
2200 ARLINGTON ROAD

N AN AN AN AN ATIONALTIONALTIONALTIONALTIONAL NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS

STOCK MARKET
DOW    11,287.00  UP   100.52
NASDAQ   4,055.90  DOWN 132.30
S&P 500  1,500.59  DOWN   3.87
NYSE  661.20  UP     1.49

President Clinton�s firing a shot
across Congress� bow by witnessing the
signing of a new gun law in Maryland.
   His visit to Annapolis is a show of
support for states that are forging
ahead on gun control, while the GOP
Congress hesitates.
   Press Secretary Joe Lockhart says
it�s now clear Republican leaders will
send lawmakers home for spring break
without action on gun measures Mr.
Clinton wants.
   They include mandatory child safety
locks and extending background checks
to sales at gun shows. Mr. Clinton wanted
action by next week�s anniversary of
the Columbine High School shootings.
   Safety locks are in the Maryland
bill Governor Parris Glendenning is sign-
ing. President Clinton also plans to
visit Colorado to back a state referen-
dum on gun shows.
   The house votes on a GOP measure to
aid states that impose mandatory sen-
tences for gun crimes. But democrats
say it�s just a bid for political cover.

PRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENT SUPPOR SUPPOR SUPPOR SUPPOR SUPPORTS GUN CONTROLTS GUN CONTROLTS GUN CONTROLTS GUN CONTROLTS GUN CONTROL
By Associated Press

BOARD BOARD BOARD BOARD BOARD WWWWWANTS COCKPITANTS COCKPITANTS COCKPITANTS COCKPITANTS COCKPIT CAMERA CAMERA CAMERA CAMERA CAMERA
By CNN

Video recorders should be
installed in the cockpits of commer-
cial airplanes, National Transpor-
tation Safety Board (NTSB) Chairman
Jim Hall told a panel of lawmakers.

The NTSB chief announced his
recommendation before the House
Transportation aviation subcommit-
tee during a hearing on the crash of
EgyptAir Flight 990.

After spending nearly six months
and $13 million probing the EgyptAir
crash off the coast of Nantucket
that killed all 217 people aboard
the aircraft, NTSB investigators are
still trying to determine what
happened in the cockpit during the
final moments of the flight.
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joking or not,� Kaufer said.

The extensive enlistment pack-
age he submitted to join the
M a r i n e  C o r p s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r
his  discharge was denied several
times because of errors.  Once, he
said, because he didn�t have enough
time out of the Army.  His package
was eventually approved and he
enlisted in the Marine Corps
and reported to Parris Island
Sept. 28, 1998.

The differences in Army basic
t r a i n i n g  a n d  M a r i n e  r e c r u i t
training were many, he said. The
Marines instill more tradition into
their recruits, teaching them a lot
of history and knowledge.

�I was impressed by the profes-
sionalism of the drill instructors,� he
said.  �I was  impressed by the power of
the staff sergeant. In the Army, a staff
sergeant is a squad leader and a ser-
geant is a fire team leader.�

This is his first Marine Corps
unit, his first deployment, and the
first time assuming the duties as
a noncommissioned officer in the
Marine Corps.

�I think being in the Army
was an advantage,� he said.  �I
wouldn�t be a corporal now if it
wasn�t for my time in service.
The skills I learned in the Army
helped me adapt quickly to the
Marine Corps.�

His prior experience in the
Army was definitely an asset to
the platoon, said Gunnery Sgt.
Albert Salas, 36, of Lubbock, Texas,
CAAT platoon sergeant.  Within
three months of reporting to the
u n i t  h e  w a s  m a d e  a  v e h i c l e
commander.

�He�s full of initiative.  He
doesn�t wait around for something
to do; he takes charge,� said
Salas.  �We have a lot of confi-
dence in the devil dog.  We threw
him in the water and he swam.�

South Post, Yongsan, Seoul, Korea, in
March 1993.  He provided security
for a military  intelligence com-
pound there.

Kaufer spent a year in Korea
b e f o r e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  F o r t
McPherson, Ga.  There he worked in
an honor guard, performing funeral
honors in three surrounding states.
He moved to a personnel office for
six months before he was discharged
in March 1996.  Kaufer said the
best opportunity for him in the
Army was meeting his wife while he
was stationed in Korea.

Once out of the Army, he moved
to Alexandria Bay, N.Y., where he
worked as a concrete laborer for a
month before the business went
under.  He then took a job driving
a truck for a moving company in
Pennsylvania, where he and his
family of three stayed for two
years.  It wasn�t long before he
had the itch again. He actually
went to a Marine recruiter less
than a month after he was out of
the Army.

�You have a lot of freedom,
but when you work at a civilian
job there�s no structure like you
are used to in the military,�
Kaufer said.  �I missed the struc-
ture and the lifestyle.�

Other reasons for wanting to
return to the military were health
insurance and a steady paycheck.
His truck-driving job was basically
seasonal work and his paycheck
fluctuated too much to bring
financial stability. Insurance was
draining the paycheck as well.

Kaufer�s father, who, like
many of his relatives, is a former
Marine, told him he would never
make it as a Marine.  Kaufer took
up the challenge of the Vietnam
veteran.

� I  d o n � t  k n o w  i f  h e  w a s

FORMER SOLDIER from Page 1
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INTERNAINTERNAINTERNAINTERNAINTERNATIONALTIONALTIONALTIONALTIONAL NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS
EMBASSY BOMBING GOES UNPUNISHEDEMBASSY BOMBING GOES UNPUNISHEDEMBASSY BOMBING GOES UNPUNISHEDEMBASSY BOMBING GOES UNPUNISHEDEMBASSY BOMBING GOES UNPUNISHED
By CNN

The Pentagon says it has no plans
to reprimand anyone for the bombing
of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade
last year, despite a U.S. government
investigation that revealed a fail-
ure by Pentagon and NATO officials to
adequately review erroneous target-
ing information supplied by the CIA.

The CIA last week dismissed a
mid-level officer and reprimanded
six other agency employees for the
targeting error, which resulted in a
U.S. B 2 bomber attacking the Chi-
nese Embassy the night of May 7,
1999. Three Chinese journalists were
killed, 20 others injured.

The Pentagon, however, is not
planning any similar disciplinary
action, Pentagon spokesman Rear Adm.
Craig Quigley said.

A review of the bombing deter-
mined the fired CIA employee used a
flawed process to locate the Chinese
Embassy. The review placed the pri-
mary blame on the CIA.

The review also faults the Pen-
tagon and NATO for failing to catch
the error in their review process,
which requires that targets be checked
to make sure there are no diplomatic
facilities nearby.

MR. CLINTON VOICEMR. CLINTON VOICEMR. CLINTON VOICEMR. CLINTON VOICEMR. CLINTON VOICE SSSSS OPTIMISM OPTIMISM OPTIMISM OPTIMISM OPTIMISM
OVER OVER OVER OVER OVER TTTTTALKS ALKS ALKS ALKS ALKS WITH PWITH PWITH PWITH PWITH PALESTINIANSALESTINIANSALESTINIANSALESTINIANSALESTINIANS
By CNN

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak and U.S. President Bill Clinton
on Tuesday expressed optimism for
reaching an outline accord on
Israeli-Palestinian peace by the May
13 deadline. The final pact is
targeted for September.

On his way to his White House
meeting with Mr. Clinton, Barak said,
�We have a variety of ideas to dis-
cuss about how to move to give new
momentum and energy into the Pales-
tinian track, in order to lead up to
the timeline that we have set to-
gether with chairman (Yasser) Arafat.�

President Clinton, who is due
to meet Arafat at the White House
next week, said, �There�s a lot of
hope for more rapid movement on the
Palestinian front, and that�s what
we�re going to talk about.�

Earlier in the day, Barak met
with U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, who applauded his decision
to withdraw unilaterally from South-
ern Lebanon in the absence of a peace
agreement with Syria, which is the
main power in Lebanon.

SENASENASENASENASENATE TE TE TE TE TTTTTO O O O O VVVVVOTE ON GAS OTE ON GAS OTE ON GAS OTE ON GAS OTE ON GAS TTTTTAX CUTAX CUTAX CUTAX CUTAX CUT
By Associated Press

The Senate votes on making it
less painful to fill your gas tank.
   Senate majority leader Trent Lott
wants to cut the federal gas tax by
at least four cents a gallon for the
rest of the year. He�d expand that
to wipe out the entire 18-cent a
gallon tax if the average price of
gas hits two dollars a gallon. The
GOP proposal has two goals.

   It would aid consumers but would
also let Republicans remind voters
that Vice President Gore cast the
tie-breaking vote on behalf of the
four-cent increase.
   Senate Democratic leader Tom
Daschle says Lott just wants to de-
bate the measure and really isn�t
expecting to win.
   In a non-binding test vote last
week, 66 senators voted against a
rollback. They were worried about
the money that the highway transpor-
tation fund would lose.
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SPORSPORSPORSPORSPORTSTSTSTSTS
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By Associated Press

Kevin Elster made a splash
in the opener of Pacific Bell
Park, and he didn�t even put the
ball in the drink. Elster homered
three times to overcome one each
by Barry Bonds, J.T. Snow and Doug
M i r a b e l l i  a n d  l e a d  t h e  L o s
Angeles Dodgers over the San
Francisco Giants 6-5.

�Isn�t it gorgeous! It�s a
fabulous place,� Elster said. �I
felt comfortable and obviously
it showed.�

Before a sellout crowd of
40,930, the $319 million stadium
by the bay near downtown for-
mally opened with many in short
sleeves. It was in stark con-
trast to the wind and cold at
Candlestick Park, the Giants� home
for four decades.

Elster, who was out of base-
ball last year and made the Dodgers
as a non-roster player, had the first
homer in the cozy park, a third-
inning  drive off Kirk Rueter (0-1)
that tied it at 1.

He hit a two-run shot in a
three-run fifth and added a solo
homer in the eighth off Felix
Rodriguez, finishing 3 for 3 with
four RBI in the first three-homer
game of his career.

�A guy hits three homers to
initiate the park, I don�t think
I�ve ever seen that,� San Fran-
cisco manager Dusty Baker said.
�That�s a lot of home runs in
one day. Maybe we ought to look
for somebody that�s been out of
the game.�

Elster was retired but decided
over the winter to give baseball
one more shot.

NBA SCORES:NBA SCORES:NBA SCORES:NBA SCORES:NBA SCORES:
San Antonio   98 Sacramento  92
Chicago      100 New Jersey  93
Dallas        92 Portland    81
Houston      103 Denver      93
Golden State 109 Vancouver   97
Phoenix       95 LA Clippers 88

BASEBALL SCORES:BASEBALL SCORES:BASEBALL SCORES:BASEBALL SCORES:BASEBALL SCORES:
Boston      13 Minnesota    4
Detroit       5 Seattle      2
Chic. White Sox 13 Tampa Bay    6
Kansas City  7 Baltimore    5
Anaheim  5 Toronto      4
Cleveland  5 Oakland      1
Los Angeles  6 San Fransisco 5
Montreal  7 Pittsburgh   3
St. Louis 10 Houston      6
Cincinnati 10 Colorado     3
San Diego  3 Arizona      2

Rear Adm. Steven Smith, Commander, Amphibi-

ous Group THREE,  walked through the crowd

onboard USS BONHOMME RICHARD (LHD 6) seeking

questions yesterday during an all-hands

Admiral�s call. He arrived Tuesday afternoon

and stayed overnight, touring the spaces and

meeting with Marines and Sailors. (Photo by

PH3 Scott Adam Webb.)

ADMIRALADMIRALADMIRALADMIRALADMIRAL’S CALL’S CALL’S CALL’S CALL’S CALL
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CHANGES MADE CHANGES MADE CHANGES MADE CHANGES MADE CHANGES MADE TTTTTO PROMOTE RETENTIONO PROMOTE RETENTIONO PROMOTE RETENTIONO PROMOTE RETENTIONO PROMOTE RETENTION
By Vice Adm. N. R. Ryan, Jr.

Our first priority is to maintain
a strong Navy through retention of all
qualified personnel on active duty.
However, reality will dictate that not
every officer or Sailor eligible to stay
will choose to stay. Leaving active duty
does not need to be the end of Naval
service. It can wisely be the start of a
Naval Reserve career. At no other time
in our history has the Naval Reserve
been stronger, but our reserve compo-
nent is facing a formidable challenge
in recruiting and achieving end strength.
I am convinced the pilot initiative
outlined below will ensure that our
departing personnel are more fully aware
of the opportunities and benefits in
transitioning from active force to the
Naval Reserve. We must do everything
possible to ensure our trained person-
nel are retained and continue to be
available in the role of peacetime
contributory support or mobilization for
contingency operations.

Effective April 3, 2000, enlisted
personnel beginning active duty separa-
tion process from a shore command on or
after April 3, 2000, within geographic
test areas listed in Para. 4, who are
eligible for reenlistment and are not
retiring, must complete a face to face
or phone interview with a Naval Reserve
recruiter. This interview will be a posi-
tive reinforcement of important infor-
mation concerning continued service in
the Naval Reserve. Interviews should be
conducted within 30 days prior to  leaving
active duty. For those members utiliz-
ing separation leave, interview will be
within 30 days prior to commencement of
separation leave.

Effective April 3, 2000, revise the
submission format of officer release from
active duty and resignation letters as
required by Referencess A and B.

Reference A outlines procedures to
submit an officer release from active
duty request. Modify ref a as follows:
add this paragraph to the content of

letter request, �4. I do (not) desire
to affiliate with the Naval Reserve.
Present command, daytime telephone num-
ber (DSN and commercial), and email ad-
dress is:�

Reference B outlines procedures to
submit an officer resignation request.
Modify Reference B as follows: after
command Unit Identification Code (UIC),
delete the statement �daytime telephone
number, autovon and commercial, if avail-
able.� After �I do (not) desire ap-
pointment in the Naval Reserve (inac-
tive reserve appointment)� add �I do
(not) desire to affiliate with the   Naval
Reserve (active reserve appointment).
Present command, daytime telephone
number (DSN and commercial), and email
address is:�

Effective April 3, 2000, reserve of-
ficers within geographic test areas listed
in Para. 4, being released from active duty
and those regular officers who have re-
quested a reserve commission, will be con-
tacted by a reserve recruiter to schedule a
face to face or phone interview within same
timeframes as designated in Para. 2.

Boatswain�s Mate Second Class David
Huntington uses amber light wands to direct
the Landing Craft (Air Cushion) into the
welldeck onboard USS BONHOMME RICHARD
(LHD 6). (Photo by PH3 Timothy Comerford.)

LCAC OPERALCAC OPERALCAC OPERALCAC OPERALCAC OPERATIONSTIONSTIONSTIONSTIONS


